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that are in truth the foulest national disgrace, and other 
puerilities that illustrate the medieval standards under 
which the dealings of the nations are still conducted, 
need not long discourage us. Wherever the proposition 
to arbitrate is favorably entertained in any shape, there 
we see the faces of men turned the right way. Let us 
hope, and act as in our ability lies, and we shall soon find 
them moving on the path to lasting peace. 
York, Pa. 

■ 4 ♦ » ■ 

In the Wake of the Fleet. 

A writer (F. S. S.) in the September number of The 
Friend (Honolulu, T. H.), who saw the great parade of 
the battle fleet, makes the following reflections, among 
others, upon what has been left, and not left, in the wake 
of the fleet : 

" A third thing which trailed along that evening in the 
middle of the wake was the moonlight, or rather, the 
moonshine, of our bland and naive assurance to humanity 
that our hard-hitting navy is a sort of benevolent insti- 
tution designed for the preservation of the peace of the 
world. Hearken, ye belligerent nations of the earth, to 
our evangel of peace ! Prepare, if you will, for war : we 
are doing nothing but having our feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of Peace. To this end we 
estimate that our Colossus requires forty-eight of these 
ten -million-dollar Dreadnought sandals of peace. 

" ' Twenty-four on the East foot, 
Twenty-four on the West, 
And the Devil take the hindmost 
If ever it comes to a test.' 

" We once had faith in the power of justice, but that 
faith does not shout loud in the wake of our fleet, which 
has everywhere stirred up anew a martial spirit and a 
trust in the force of arms. Under the reign of faith in the 
power of justice we have been at peace with all foreign 
nations for the space of a century ; the pen has proved 
itself mighty for every emergency ; why now should we 
revert to type and flourish the sword ? 

"Constructive work does not thrive in the wake of 
the fleet. Our representatives this year have been voting 
away seventy per cent, of the entire revenues of the 
government for a war budget. With war prospects so 
remote as ours, we question whether our government 
does wisely to speculate in war futures to the extent of 
seventy per cent, of its income. Might it not well devote 
a little larger percentage in constructive work? Thirty 
per cent, looks a trifle out of proportion for the entire 
executive, legislative and judicial departments of our 
government, its waterways, forestry, postal service, light- 
houses, consular and diplomatic service, and the various 
other lines of constructive work. 

" Commerce does not find encouragement in the wake 
of the fleet. True, it comes out and makes its bow at 
the passing of the battleships, like the cuckoo in the 
clock at the passing of the hour ; but then it retires to 
consider how soon its day will have been told off; for 
the constant increase in war budgets, laying ever heavier 
burdens upon the people, and plunging the nations that 
are our best customers into bankruptcy, bodes ill to the 
ambitions of commerce. 

" A modern battleship becomes practically useless in 
fifteen years ; new inventions put it out of date ; yet its 



cost exceeds the valuation of all the land and the one 
hundred buildings Harvard University has accumulated 
in two hundred and fifty years, plus all the land and 
buildings of Hampton and Tuskegee Institutes. 

" There is one destructive virtue, also, which we wish 
were found in the wake of the navy ; that is, the de- 
struction of the internal enemies of our national life. 
Every year more lives are lost in our country through 
ignorance, preventable disease and crime, than in all the 
wars we have ever had with foreign powers. If she 
would just leave behind some of those fine young men, 
salaried to do battle against some of these internal 
enemies, we wonder if our navy could make any nobler 
sacrifice for her country." 



The Workers of Britain to the Workers 
of Germany. 

We are very glad to be able to republish, from the Arbi- 
tration, the organ of the International Arbitration League, 
founded by William Randal Cremer in 1 870, the Address, 
presented by the workers of Britain to the workers of 
Germany, on September 20, at the time of the Inter- 
parliamentary Conference at Berlin. The Address, the 
drafting of which was one of the last of Sir William's 
services to the cause of peace, was signed by more than 
three thousand respresentatives of labor in Great Britain, 
including forty-eight members of the House of Com- 
mons. It was presented at Berlin by a deputation of 
twenty British workers. 

" brothers : In the past wars were generally caused 
by the dynastic quarrels of monarchs, the intrigues and 
wrangling of statesmen, religious bickerings and perse- 
cutions, or racial prejudices. Some of these, indeed, 
still remain as potent causes of mischief, but to-day the 
most powerful agency for evil is that portion of the press 
which is owned and controlled by unprincipled capitalists, 
and we are pained at the frequent attempts of these 
journals to create strife between your country and ours ; 
but we assure you that these sinister attempts are neither 
prompted nor endorsed by the workers of Britain. For 
many years the same evil agencies were successfully 
employed in creating dissension between the workers of 
France and ourselves, the people of both countries being 
taught to hate each other and waste their resources by 
invading each other in militarism and armaments, the 
almost incalculable cost of which had to be defrayed 
by the British and French peoples. Not only were these 
wasted millions extracted from the toilers, but for 
generations the people of both countries fought and 
killed each other like savages, the only persons who 
profited by the carnage being the usurers and personally 
interested classes. The masses paid and fought; the 
interested classes reaped the fruits of their insensate folly. 
At last, however, after long years of persistent efforts, 
peace has been secured by a treaty of arbitration being 
concluded between the two countries. That treaty is a 

TRIUMPH FOB THE WORKERS OP BRITAIN AND PRANCE, 

for it was they who, thirty-seven years ago, amidst 
obloquy and scorn, pioneered it, and ultimately secured 



